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TALMAGE PREACHES ON THE
DEAD YEAR

4nd Draws Many Juterestlop Words .I
Tharefrom—The Fust Who Uis Yomog |

Perhzps Escape [Impendieg m
on the Sewx of Life.

1593 —In

BROOKLY N, -"3. ¥i, Dee 31,

the foremoon service at the Nrooklyn .nhu
Tabernnele to-day Rev. Dr Talmage ©

preached on the subject of “Shortened |
Livesn or,
18031

A Cheerfu! tvod*m'tu-
The test selected was Isafuh |

ot some great defrander,
l. Yoy was he? What
man wus he?" and

0 “ul “Why, he was o splen-
: fow: 1 had no idea he could ever
Bt plﬂll an outrage.” The foct ig
Teat templation of life scometimes
on in mid life orin old age.
first time I crosse ] the At.luntw
w‘ll s snaoth as o mill pond
Fumght the seu captains and the
s had slandered the old ocenn,
an essay for 3 moaga-
ne on “The Smile of the Sew,” but 1
never aftarward conld bave written
'ﬂiﬂbﬂﬂﬂg for before we got home we
A terrible shalding up.  The Srst

of life ey bo rery smooth; the

.

L - .
from the evil to coune, ™

We have written for the iast time ab
the hend 6f our letters and bukiness
docmments the figures 1803, With this
day closes the yeur. In Jonuary last
we ecelebrated its birth, 'To-day na
avtend its obsequies.  Another twelaur
manths have been cut out of our
earthly sontinuence, and it is 3 time
fur alisorbing rallection.

We gll spend much tine in panegyric
of langevity. We consider it a great
fhing 1o live to be un oelozenavian, 12
uny one dios in youth we say, *What
# pity!” Dr, Mahlenberg in old sge.
snid that the hymn ~written in carly |
Iife By his own hand, 2O mMOrs ex-
prossed Bis sentiment when (L said: ’

1 woulsd not lise alway

1f one be plu:mut.ly cyrcumstnnced

bt pevear wants to go.  Williong Cuallen

| Lrpant the gress poet, st b2 yenrs of

Chnto) nothingness und obliterathan,

nge. stapding inmy Bouse in » festsl
group, reading “Thansiopsis™ withont
spectacivs, was just us snxlous ‘o live
os whenat 15 years of age hewrote
the Imamortsl Hoenody. Cato fensed at
50 years of age that he woold not live
to lenrn Greek. Monsldeseo #i. 113
renrs, writing the history of his time,
feared B collupsd. Theophrastng wrll-
ing & book at 90 years of ape wWas anx-
lpusg tplive to mmplcue it. Thavrlow
Woed at aliont S8 yeurs of ayge foond
Iife as great o desirability os wlien he
snuffed out his fivst politicinn.  Albart
Barnes, 56 well prepared for the nest
workd, at 70 said hie wonld mther stay '
bere. Nolr Is all the way down. |
ruappose thet the tast titne Methuselsh |
wus out of doors io u storma he svas
afraid of getting iy fest wel lest It
shorten his days. Indeed, [ some time
sgto peeached 4 serinon on the blessings
of longevity, but in this, the last day
of 1808 and when moany are filed with
sadnuss ot the thought thut asoothec
ehi of thelr life {8 closing. and
Tl vhe;' haye 5686 doys less to lve, [
grapose 1o preach to you abiont the
ndvantuges of an abbreviated earthly
exiffience,

1 1 were an sgnostie | would say o
man s Llessed im proporton to the

righteous is taken away Jast

ac %‘ bt puroclydon. Many who
in great prosperity do oot end
it in prosperity.

The great pressure of temptation
comes sometimes In this airection; ab
aboust Torty-fve vears of age. & wan's

sysiem chunges. pod some ong
ﬁrmw Be must {ale stimulants o
hnqt up, and he tales stimuo-
1ants to keep himself up, uotl the

s kdop him down; ar w man

by been poldg along for Wiirty or |

fuﬂj'yearain ansuveessfol  buaximess,
audhm is an opening whoere by one
H.Hhﬁnm\-lq action he can lift himsell
uwnd Bis family from #ll finsncinl
embarrassment. He attempts to  leap
ulﬂchﬂltll Andl he falls into it
it is in after life that the gyroat
temptation of succssc comes [ o man
malke 8 fortuna before thirty yenrs of
tge. he gencrally loses it before forty,
=0d permanent fortunes for
thempur do not come 1o their ell-
wiax aotil in mid- e o dn old age. The
must of the bank yn:-—idu.u‘.- Lave wilifu
hﬁs’.‘d Many of those whe have Lweon

hr q-_ his own huppiness was con-
=rned, does it not seem 1o you that it
beon better for to bave

gone early?

Now, this, :n!, friends, explnios some
things that to you have beea lnexplie-
able: This shows you why when God
takes litule children from & Bousehold,
heis very apt to take the brightest,

the most genial, the most sympathetis,
the most talented. Wh 1t s be-
canse that kind of nature suffers the
most when it dots suffer, nnd is most
liable to iemptation. God sasw the
tempestsweeping up from the Carib-
bean. and he pat the delionte eraft Into
the first harbar. “Taken away from
the avil to come. ™

 Agnin, my fricpds, there I4 a bless-
ing inan abbreviated earthly exist-
eoce in the fact thatit puls one roonur
in the canter of things Al astrono-
mers. infdel ws  well as  Chris
tinn, agree in belleving that the
universs swings around sotme grest
eprnier Any one who haus studied the
carth snd studied the heavens knows
that Gad's favorite Sgure in geometry
if 8 cliclee When God put forth hls
hand to create the aniverse, he did not
strike that hamd st right angles, buy
he woaved it in e vircle nod kept on

swaving it Bt a eircle until systems and

Iurpely suceessful inve been cursed by |

srrogance or worldline=s or disipation
in old age, They muy not huve lost
thel defogrity, but they hive breome
BO an so.svilixs.h uander 1he 1o-
fuepce of lurpe success thnt 1t s evis
-de'.n. lp everybody thint their success
3 & temporal calamity and an
damage, Lunucrmug many
m’&"’ may be sald it seoms as i T
qu}ﬂ,huxn begn hetter If they conld
hieve embirked ftom this Ve st twenty
or thirty years of nge. Do you know
l.ha renson why the viast mujority of
people die befare thirtv-tive? 1t is be-
cause they have not the moral endur
ante dor that which is bevond the
thirty, and a wmerciful God wlll not
allow thers to ba pot to the fesefol
stenin.
_ Agahi: The ve 1s ablessiug fn un sb-
breviated eartlily existence in the fact
that ane Is the sooner laken o the Jde-
ﬁﬂlﬂ"?ﬁa As soon @s one isold e nough
10 Al cure of himself he is put on his

Fevlioders. . We wear our oves oul,

vemstellntions nnd gulnxies nnd ail
sworlds took that motion. Onr planet
swinging sround the san, othor planets
swinging around otlivr suns bhat some-
where & great hab around which the
great wheel of the universe turos
Now. that center i heaven. That is
the capital of the aniverse, That is
the Freat metropolis of immensity.
Now. does not our common Senss
teach ns thit in mattery of study it s
better for ws Lo move oot from the
ceoter towand  the efrcumforenee,
rother than to ba.on the clreamfurence
whers our world now §s? We are like
those who study the Ameriesn conti-
nent while stsading on the Atlantic
besch. The way to study the con-
tinent is to eross it or goto the hoart
of it. Our stendpolnt in this world s
detective, We are atithe wrong end of
the tolescope. The best way 10 sindy
a pivcs of muchinery is not to stund
on the doarstep aml Uy to look in, Lot
to go in with the coginoeer and take
s place ploht amid tle saws and t.lu;
1 Tus
onr bruln oyt from the fuct we nrestudy-
ing under such great dissdvantage
Millions of dullars for vhservatories 1o
study things ubout the moon. abont
the sun, sbout ke rings of Saturg,

| mbont trapsmits and sccaltations and

gmhd. Bolts op the doar to keep out .

the robbers.  Flire-proof safesto koep

numbor of yeurs e can Siny on ‘Lersa
firun,'! becanse after that he falls off
the doclks, and if he Is cyver pleked ont
of the depthsitis ooly tobe set up in
some morgue of the universe to see' if
anybody will clsin hine. If T shought
Goil made man only o lust forty or
fifty ar o handred sears, =ad then hvj
vk e go inte anpihilntion, wonld
cay bls chief businey oupht 19 be t4
keop alivy und even in good weather to
b w0ty cantions, snd o dury ansamns
bBeelle sm] ke overshors and life
preservers, sl bromze arsior, and
weapons of defense lest be fall off

Bui, my friemds, vou urs not agoos
ties  You beligve in iouecortality and
the etergol residence of the rightenos)
in beaver. und thereélore i ficst remurs
thut anabbrevisted exrthily existenes s
tu be dépitel, nod §5 o Ulessiger becausy
it mskns one’s lifesworic very comm

Sorpe men Fo t business ot T oTeloelt
in fhe morning oud return uwi 7 io
the evening. Others go at 8 o'clock
nnd  roturn ot 1= Others. po st
10 and rétom at 4. I have friéncs

off the flames Life insurapnce sod
fire insprpoce agsinst accident e
ceipts best yvou have to pay o debt

twiess  Lifebunt sguinst shilpwreck
Westinghiotn=e wit brulte agaiost rabl-
rosd eullision. There are many rewdy
o oyerredcl o pnd take all you
lm Defense ilgl..ﬂll‘\l. agold, defenss
mha‘l Donl. defense spalnst sloloness,
ddefense ngninst Lhe worlds nbuse,
Aefence nll 1he way Jdown o e ginve,
und even the tombstone sometimes is
Aot sufticient borrionds I o soldivr
whgling been on guurd. shivering und
stung with the 111!;]. paciog up and
down the piaropet with shouldered
mmukket, Is gled whell souse oor comes
to relieve guard and he can go [nside
1he fortress, ouglht nov that mun 19
n!'mﬁ!or joxy who enn put down his

AN of eurthly duefense and go Inta
t‘lﬁ' g's ecastle/ Who is the more
fortonate, the soldlied sehohas (o stand
gusrd tivelve hours, or the man wha
hinyg o stanl gunrd six bhowrs? We
hiave common  sonse about éverything
but religion, common semse about
eva-yﬂhing But transferente frowm this

worki.

who are tes hours a day in business
others who nre five hours, others who
arc one hour.  They 211 do their wonk
well: they do their ¢ntire work and
thien they return. Which position do
you thinkl the most desirable? Yon

sy, otlver th:imhrin;r =qual. the man

wheo is tha shortest time detsinad in
business aud who can retorn home ths
quickest Is the mosr blessed. Nowe,
wy friends, why nol sarry that gond
seuse into the subject of transference
from this woerld? If & person die in
ehilidhood, he pets through lhs work
ut O o'eloek in the moroing. 1 lie die
aL-lr-:e&mo!ng'e.lu;;au 1 his
wiork at 12 o'vlock noon, I hs die
at 70 yenrs of uge, he gets through his
work at 5 o'clock in the aiternoon.
if be dient 8¢ he Las to toil all the
ity on wp 1o 11 o'clock »1 night. The
soonen we get throngh onr work the
borters THe barvest all in burrack
or barn, the farmer does oot sit down
in the stubble fleld, but shouldaring his

sevihe and tnking lis pitcher from
wndee a tyee, he majes a straight lins |

fur the old Botmestend. Al we want
1o b anxious aboutl is to get our work
doue and well dope, the quicker the
betier
Aguio:  There ‘ﬁ'ﬁ.llnmiuginlﬂl‘r
brovinted earthily existenes in the fact
that moral disaster might comé upen
the mun if he tarried onger. A man
wiho hud been prominent in charches
npd who had been ndmirsd for his
wenerosity and kindness everywhers,
{or forgery svas sent to stute prison
for fifteen yenrs Twenty sears be-

fore therm svas no more probnbility of

that m‘n commilting n commercial
dishopesty than that you will commt

commervial dishonesty. The numberof |

men who fall into ruin  betweon Sfty
nrd seventy mu of age s simply an-

alling. ¥ they had died thirty years
fore it Wounld have been begter
them and bettar for their ﬁ:ﬁlﬁ&

The shorter the voyage the Jexs m

{or n eyelone. .
There 15 a wrong theory abroad L
if one's youth be right his old age w
be right. You tas w&llsgm

in for f :
mcﬁngw-wﬂw tﬂdpkn:%ht

Agh:n There is o dplassing inan ab-
breviated enrthly existence o the fnet
That one cseapes 2o many berea ve ments
The longer we live the more attach-
ments aud the more kindred, the more
chords 1o be wounded or rasped or

|

I

sunsh L. If aman live on to seventy |
or ®ighty wears of nge, how. ming
praves are clefi st his feet! In thut

qug reaeh of Lime falber and mother
%hwl:hnrs and sisters go, childrén
eandehildren go. personnl friends
the fnmity cirele whom they
with & love like hau Of
m and Joouthnn
M&ﬁ thitt, some men bave o nats
urai pidation about dissolntion, and
oser poon, during forty or 0y ar
h‘x‘@‘ yl:m this bhorior of thedr diseo-
l'll‘ﬂi!# shudders througii =oul and
Mﬂy, Nosw. nuppn-u- the¢ Ind pgoes &t
16 years of uwge® He wseaprs fifty
Te s fifty csrkets, Afty obsoquies,
_fﬂl’- L||.||r:|."|.|l wrenchings of the heart.
I3 is hurd enongh for us to bear thekr
‘but is it not sasier for us Lo
besr their departune than for them o
fand bewr Gfty departares? Shall
WM by the grace of God rouse owr-
m:mwmﬁity of bereavement
Cwedll practicnlly say, It is hard
ouygh for me to go throush this be-
reavement, but how glud [ am tna!, he

will eér have to go through it’
ol writh myself, und 0 ron
will Bnd it helptul 1o meason with

ives. David lost hisson:. Thongh
m%m king be loy on the eprth
monrping and inconsoiable for some
time. At this distunce of time, whicl
1hink wias the one to be
snlnted, the short-lived shild -or
Jived farher? Had David died
- as that child died he would, in
4 place. have escapod thut pur-
ar MMM then he would
megped the worse bereavemesnt
E b, lis pecresnt son, and the
S ! “of tie Phitmtines, and the
tnes of his militery campuien. and
snlousy of Saul, and the perfidv of
phel, apd the curse of Nhimed,
be destruction of his feiiy at
and aboye all, e would have
the two groat valamitivs of hia
: ." W‘Lamnfumlmm |
£ Mﬂ Jtved WO bhie of vast uss

AT

eclipses, shoply Decnuse our stodio
onr wbservatory. is poorly  sitpstol
Weare down in the cellar trying to
sthdy tho pialace of the noivesse, while
onr departed Christinn fricods heowe
gone upstairs amid the shylights to
study.

Now., wheit otie  ohn sooner et tu |

the conter of things s he not o be
congratplated? Who wants to be
slwiys im the feeshmun  elusot We

study God in this workl Ly the biblical
photogeaph of him: but we ull
Lnos we onn in Hee minuvtes Inter-
view with u fricod get n more necurvite
Tdew of hint than we can by stanlying
Liim Hfty veurs through plotares of
words, ]
uight to-day kmows more of God than
all Andover, nd gl Pripcoton, sod
all New Brunswick and «ll Eidiabuavgh,

TThe Tivtle clild that died lasu

and all the theologienl institutions in |

Christendom. Isit not Letter to go
up to the very headguarters of knowl-
edga? '

Dous pot our common senss leacl ns
thiit It s Letter 10 be atthe denter
than to be clear out on the rim of the
wheel holding nmervously fust to the
tire lest we be suddenly swhicled into
light, and eternal felicity? Through
all kinds of optical instrumaents, trying
to peer in throngh the craskes nod the
hoytioles of hewven—afraid that both
dours of the celostisl mansion will be
swun‘g wwide t':'fpgn Defore our entrapecd
vision — r\lﬂh ng wubont among the
-.put!u shops of this world wondes-
ing if thi& is good for rheumatism. wud
thut is good for peuralgin, sod some
thing else fagood for x bad congh, lesy
we be suddenly ushered anto s lnad of
cverlusting heslth where tha inhab-
itant dever says, I dm slol, ™

We stick to the world as though we
preferred cold drizide o warm hobita-
t.mn. discord to ‘cantata, suck-cloth to
rOya pu:z:e—u though we preferred
& pisn h four orfive keys aut of
tune toan Instrument fully sttuned —
= though heaven and earth had ex-
changed apparel, aod excth hind taken
om bridsl array and heasen had gone
inv muhl‘niag. oll fts waters stugnant,
atl jts ha Braken, sl <halices
erneked et dry wells, all the lnivns
sloping to the river plowe!  awith
graves wwith dewd angels under the
furrow. Ol 1 want 1o bresk up my
ows infstontion und I want to bresk
up your infatustion for this wosdd, !
tell you, if we wre resdy, and if nur
work s douws, the sooner we go tho
better; amd if there are blessings in
longevity 1 want yFou to know right
well there are also blessings in an ab-
Trevisted earthly existence

If the &pirit of this s=rmom be troo
how comsoled you ought to feel about
m‘bm of yomr famlly that went

iar] “Faken from the evil to come,”
this says.  What 8 fortumate os-
had!  How glnd we onglt to

!eS"Mr.w will ‘mever have to go
les which w«w have
htdcto g ﬂswngh- They had just
ﬁmewh to gut ot of the eradle
and run up Whe springtim= hills of this
warld sod ses bow it [ooked, and then
they started for a befter stoppiug
They were Tihke ships thit put
in b St ﬂn&nn staving thers long
enough to let pussengers go up and
see the bamacks of Napoleon's saptiv-
ity, nad then holst suil for the port of
their own native lund. They onaly took
this world “‘fa traosite.™ It ix hard
oy ua, bﬂhhhhmdiorthem.

Andd of whe apirit of this sermon i
trge, thes we anght not to go around
sighing snd grouning becwuse mﬂhar
venr has gone: but we ought to

down oa ome knaeebvltlumnumnrlre-riarm

| oomprisne abwont ¥
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